


 Definition of Ordination – The act of conferring 
holy orders, especially on a priest or deacon and 
their admission to Church Ministry.

 Ordination is called Χειροτονία in Greek (―Hi-ro-to-
ni-a‖, literally placing on of hand) in New 
Testament. In this case, on the head of the one 
being ordained. 

 Is there a Biblical foundation to Ordination to the 
priesthood in the New Testament? Many 
Protestant groups say ―No‖! They claim there were 
only ministers, elders or pastors with no affiliation 
to the priesthood like in the Old Testament where 
a priest would sacrifice an animal on behalf of the 
sins of the people.



 ―Then He [Jesus] ordained twelve, that they might 
be with Him and that He might send them out to 
preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses and 
to cast out demons‖ (Mark 3:14-15) 

 ―and when they [the apostles] had prayed, they 
laid hands [ordained] on them [the seven 
deacons]‖ (Acts 6:6)

 ―As they liturgised [in Greek ‗litourgounton‘ 
which is from the word liturgy. Most English 
translations have ‗ministered‘] to the Lord and 
fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‗Now separate to Me 
Barnabas and Saul…‘‖ (Acts 13:2)



 ―So when they had appointed elders [presbyters, 
ie. priests] in every church, and prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed‖ (Acts 14:23) 

 ―Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was 
given to you by prophecy with the laying on of 
hands [ordination] of the eldership [presbytery, ie. 
priesthood]‖ (1 Timothy 4:14)

 ―Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God 
which is in you [Timothy] through the laying on of 
my hands [ordination from St Paul]‖ (2 Timothy 
1:6)



 ―To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in 
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons‖ 
(Philppians 1:1) 

 ―to be a liturgist [in Greek ‗litourgon‘ which is 
a derivative of liturgy. Most English 
translations have ‗minister‘] of Christ Jesus to 
the nations. To serve as a priest [in Greek 
‗ierourgounta‘ which means to function as a 
priest – in Greek ‗iereus‘.  Most English 
translations have ‗minister‘] of the good news 
of God‖ (Romans 15:16)



 Laying on of the Bishop‘s hands and the prayer 
of consecration (Bishop) or ordination (Deacon 
or Presbyter also known as a Priest for short)

 Three Bishops are needed to consecrate a 
Bishop to be valid in the Orthodox Church so 
that the Bishops of three nearby Orthodox 
Christian communities act as witnesses and 
validate that that Bishop is in communion with 
the other Orthodox Churches. In an emergency 
situation two are the minimum required.



 To empower the priesthood to shepherd the flock 
of Christ
 ―Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God, which He purchased with 
His own blood.‖ (Acts 20:28)

 ―Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving 
as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for 
dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that does not fade away.‖ (1 Peter 5:2-4)

 ―And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some shepherds and 
teachers‖ (Ephesians 4:11)



 To empower the priesthood to teach Christ‘s word (see Matthew 
28:20, Mark 16:15, Acts 6:2-4, Acts 8:25, Acts 16:10, Romans 1:15, 
Romans 10:14-15, Romans 15:20, 1 Corinthians 9:16-18, 1 
Corinthians 15:9-11, Ephesians 4:11, Colossians 2:6-7, 1 Timothy 
6:2, 2 Timothy 2:15, 2 Timothy 4:2, Titus 1:1-3)
 ―teaching them [people they baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity] to 

observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age. Amen.‖ (Matthew 28:20)

 ―So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, they 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the 
Samaritans ― (Acts 8:25)

 ―How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!’― (Romans 10:14-15)

 ―And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 
named, lest I should build on another man‘s foundation‖ (Romans 15:20)

 ―Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth‖ (2 Timothy 2:15)



 To allow the priesthood to administer the sacraments as a liturgist (see Matthew 28:19, 
c.f. Luke 22:19, Acts 2:41-42, Acts 2:46, Acts 8:12-13, Acts 8:38, Romans 15:16, 1 
Corinthians 10:16-18, c.f. Hebrews 13:10, James 5:14-15)
 ―Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit‖ (Matthew 28:19)
 ―And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‗This is My body 

which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me ‗― (Luke 22:19)
 ―Then those who gladly received his [St Peter‘s] word were baptised; and that day about three 

thousand souls were added to them [the apostles]. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles‘ 
doctrine and communion, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers― (Acts 2:41-42)

 ―The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? For we, though many, are one 
bread and one body; for we all partake of that one bread. Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not 
those who eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?― (1 Corinthians 10:16-18)

 ―We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle [Jews] have no right to eat― 
(Hebrews 13:10)

 ―Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the presbyters [priests] of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save 
the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.‖ 
(James 5:14-15)



 To discipline members of the flock and those who cause division and heresy (see John 20:23; 
c.f. Matthew 16:19, Matthew 18:17-19, 1 Corinthians 11:17-22, 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 2 Corinthians 
2:7, Galatians 1:7-9, 1 Timothy 5:20, Hebrews 13:17, 1 Peter 5:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-14, Titus 
3:10-11)
 ―If you [the apostles] forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained‖ (John 20:23)
 ―And if he [sinful brother] refuses to hear them, [witnesses to what sinful brother said and did] tell it to 

the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. 
Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that 
they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven― (Matthew 18:17-19)

 ―It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not 
even named among the Gentiles—that a man has his father‘s wife! And you are puffed up, and have not 
rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I indeed, as 
absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done 
this deed. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, 
with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus― (1 Corinthians 5:1-5)

 ―but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be anathema . 
As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you 
have received, let him be anathema― (Galatians 1:7-9)

 ―Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear― (1 Timothy 5:20)
 ―Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must 

give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.― 
(Hebrews 13:17)

 An heretical man [in Greek ‗eretikon anthropon‘, ie. one who causes division, teaches wrongly and takes 
people away from the Body of Christ] after the first and second warning, have nothing more to do with 
him, since you know that such a person is perverted and sinful, being self-condemned.‖ (Titus 3:10-11)



 From the previous quotations we ascertain that 
somebody high in ranking ordains another to 
perform a certain function within the Church

 Christ appointed His Apostles to continue His 
work (Mark 3:14) 

 The Apostles ordained Bishops, Presbyters 
(Priests) and Deacons to govern the Church (see 
Acts 6:1-6, 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5, 
Acts 1:20, 1 Timothy 5:17-22, Acts 15:13-22)

 This is evidence of order within the function of the 
Church, which is necessary for a living organism 
like the Church – The Body of Christ

 To enter the Priesthood is a calling or Vocation and 
not an occupation.



 Manner of consecration or ordination in New Testament is similar to the 
way it was done in the Old Testament  

 Special vestments are made for their priestly function (see Exodus 28:1-
43)

 Consecration or ordination through laying on of hands (see Numbers 
27:15-23, Deuteronomy 34:9) and only some would be selected for the 
priestly function (see Isaiah 66:21)

 In 95 A.D., St Clement Bishop of Rome compares the ranks of Bishop, 
presbyter (priest) and deacon to the liturgists/ministers of the sanctuary 
under the old covenant, “To the high priest [ie. Bishop] his special 
liturgies have been appointed, and to the priests [ie. Presbyters] their 
special place is assigned, and on the Levites [ie. Deacons] their special 
services are imposed; the layman is bound by the ordinances of the 
laity. Let each of you, brethren, make Eucharist [Holy Communion] to 
God according to his own order, keeping a good conscience and not 
transgressing the appointed rule of his liturgy” (1 Clement 40, 41). 

 Ordination is seen as an eternal appointment, "for the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable" (Romans 11:29)



 The bishops of the Church and other orders were supposed to be 
men of good reputation and St Paul gave advice to their 
qualifications (1 Timothy 5:17-22, 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:7-9)

 These qualities are:
 to be blameless
 husband of one wife [therefore women should not be ordained to the 

priesthood]
 temperate
 sober-minded
 of good behaviour
 hospitable
 able to teach
 not given to wine [ie. get drunk]
 not violent
 not greedy for money
 one who rules his house well, having his children in submission with all 

reverence 
 not a new convert



 They are Orthodox Christian males

 They are learned in Holy Scripture and Church Canon 
laws

 They are healthy in body without physical impairment 
to prevent them fulfilling their ministry duly and 
canonically

 The deacon is at least 25 years old, the priest at least 30 
years old and the bishop at least 35 years old 



 Christ ordained or "set in place" the Twelve, assuring them, "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and ordained you 
that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain" (John 15:16).  

 Both the New Testament and the Church Fathers recognise the Twelve as the first bishops or overseers in the Church. 

 When Judas had fallen away and the disciples were considering his successor, Peter said, "Let another take his office" 
(in Greek ‗Episkopin‘, literally "Bishopric"; Acts 1:20). This bishopric was given to Matthias (Acts 1:26) by St Peter‘s 
suggestion but Christ chose St Paul to be Judas‘ replacement.

 The Apostles ordained Bishops in newly-established congregations, and those Bishops in turn consecrated successors to 
carry on this living, vital tradition. "Tradition" means "that which is handed on" (Acts 14:23, Acts 20:28, Titus 1:5)

 Jesus Christ alone is the head of His Body the Church – Not the Pope or Patriarchs of the Church (see Ephesians 1:22; 
Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:18)

 The bishop is the head — the centre of life and direction — of each local congregation of the Church, usually called a 
diocese.  

 He is also an icon of Christ who is referred to as “the Shepherd and Overseer [in Greek ‗episkopon‘ which is literally 
‗bishop‘] of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25).  

 In 69 A.D, St Ignatius became bishop of Antioch in Syria by St John the Evangelist and mentions “I exhort you: be eager 
to do everything in God’s harmony, with the bishop presiding in the place of God” (Ignatius to the Magnesians, 6:1) 
and that the bishop is “a copy of the Father [ie. God the Father and therefore a woman cannot be a bishop]” (Ignatius to 
the Trallians, 3:1).  St Ignatius also said "Apart from the Bishop no one is to do anything pertaining to the Church"
(Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans 8:1-2)

 The Didache (The Teaching of the Twelve) states, "Appoint for yourselves, then, Bishops and deacons who are worthy 
of the Lord...for they also are performing for you the task of the prophets and teachers." (The Didache: The Teaching of 
the Twelve Apostles 15:1)

 St Clement who was Bishop of Rome near the end of the first century said, "As our Apostles knew through our Lord 
Jesus Christ that there would be strife over the title of Bishop. So for this reason, because they had been given full 
foreknowledge, they appointed those mentioned above and afterward added stipulation that if these should die, 
other approved men should succeed to their ministry." (Clement to the Corinthians 44:1-2). St Clement was a 
companion of Sts Peter and Paul and mentions that the Apostles had foreknowledge from Jesus himself that there would 
be conflict over the title Bishop and added a requirement that when one died to appoint another [Apostolic Succession]
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 The Apostles created the first Churches around the Mediterranean and were its 
first Bishops.

 Apostolic Succession was a means to recognise if the Church was of Apostolic 
roots and valid where the Bishops can trace their ordination all the way back to the 
Apostles in unbroken lineage. Their teaching had to be proved as Apostolic too.

 The Church of Jerusalem had St James (Iakovos) the Brother of the Lord as its first 
Bishop from around 49 A.D. after St Peter held the main position from 33 A.D. He 
was the son of St Joseph the Betrothed of the Virgin Mary from his previous 
marriage to Solomonia. St Symeon (St James‘ brother) was chosen after him and 
the Apostolic Succession continues until today with Patriarch Theophilos III.

 The Church of Constantinople had St Andrew the Apostle as its first Bishop and he 
ordained Stachys of the 70 Apostles (see Luke 10:1-17; Romans 16:9). The Apostolic 
Succession continues until today with Patriarch Bartholomew I.

 The Church of Alexandria in Egypt had St Mark the Apostle and Evangelist as its 
first Bishop and he ordained Anianos. The Apostolic Succession continues until 
today with Patriarch Theodoros II.

 The Church of Antioch in Syria had St Peter the Apostle as its first Bishop and he 
ordained Eudoius. The Apostolic Succession continues until today with Patriarch 
Ignatius IV.

 To see a complete list of Apostolic Succession of the above Patriarchates, please see 
print out I will hand out to be passed on for all to see.



 When the Church grew, the Bishops couldn‘t be everywhere to teach so priests were ordained by the Bishop as 
extensions of the Bishop to perform most of his tasks except ordinations.  They are second highest in ranking after the 
Bishop.

 Their ministry from the start was to ‗rule‘, ‗labour in the word‘ and teach true ‗doctrine‘ (1 Timothy 5:17) in the local 
congregation. 

 St Paul with St Barnabas “appointed [literally ‗Elected by stretching forth the hand‘] elders in every church, and prayed 
with fasting” (Acts 14:23) and later advised his apostolic apprentice, bishop Titus of Crete, to do the same in Crete (Titus 
1:5).

 The New Testament priesthood is not to imitate the Old Testament one but to be joined to Christ who is our High Priest 
“according to the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 5:6, 10), which is eternal, and to supersede the Old Testament 
priesthood, which was limited.

 The Titus passage (see Titus 1:5-9) brings to mind the first prayer the bishop prays over the one being ordained to the 
Orthodox priesthood; "Thy grace divine, which always heals that which is weak, and completes that which is lacking, 
elevates through the laying on of my hands this most devout deacon to be priest." The bishop continues to ask God to 
"fill with the gift of the Holy Spirit this man ... that he may be worthy to stand in innocence before Your holy altar, to 
proclaim the gospel of Your Kingdom, to minister the word of Your truth, to offer You spiritual gifts and sacrifices, to 
renew Your people through the laver of regeneration."  

 A dramatic moment in the service of ordination comes when the candidate is led around the altar three times, kissing or 
venerating the four corners of the altar. This symbolises his marriage to Christ, his death with Christ, and his willingness 
to serve the Church sacrificially after the example of his Master.



 The deacons are third highest in ranking in the Church — those appointed to serve. 

 The ordination of the first deacons is recorded in the sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. Their function then and 
now is to attend to the material works of mercy of the Church and to assist the bishop or priest in the celebration of the 
Mysteries. 

 The manner of their appointment is clear: "They laid hands on them" (Acts 6:6). The ordination of deacons in the 
Orthodox Church takes place in the same manner today, through the laying on of hands by the bishop. 

 The deacons were supposed to be men of good reputation and St Paul gave advice to their qualifications (1 Timothy 3:8-
13). 

 In the Orthodox Church, you have celibate deacons and married deacons just like the priests but they have to be married 
first. This is the practice of Rabbis in Judaism till this day. If you want to be a married cleric you must be married first 
and can only be a deacon and then a priest unless your wife dies and you do not get re-married. Even St Paul says that 
the deacons “be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well” (1 Timothy 3:12) so this 
presupposes that they are married already with children.  

 In the Anglican Church, it doesn‘t matter when you get married (before or after the ordination).  The Orthodox Church 
follows the more ancient practice.  The deacon is ordained by one bishop.


